Changes in the second edition of the Personal Finance Handbook

· expanded information about child trust funds;

· changes to the state pension, who is affected and how, including increasing the state pension age and reducing the conditions for getting a full pension;

· developments in payment methods, including shrinking acceptance of cheques and expanding new methods of payment and money transfer, such as pre-payment cards and payment by mobile phone;

· expanded information about Shariah-compliant savings and investment products;

· tax and National insurance changes due to come in from April 2008 onwards;

· new section on Christmas savings schemes (what's available, how they work, how consumers are now protected);

· new section on mis-selling of payment protection insurance and how consumers can protect themselves;

· expanded information on getting credit if you have no credit history or a poor record;
· fully updated to current tax year, including 2007-8 tax and benefit rates;
· updated for government and Financial Services Authority (FSA) policy developments on financial capability and financial inclusion;
· expansion of credit union services, including current accounts, greater range of loans and child trust funds;
· forthcoming changes to the bank clearing system;
· government enquiry into excessive overdraft charges and what consumers can do in the meantime;
· relaxation of some of the Money Laundering Regulations so that it may not be so difficult to take up some financial products;
· changes to individual savings accounts from April 2008;
· latest developments for the Savings Gateway;
· expanded information about credit union savings accounts and loans;
· details of the new real estate investment trusts (REITs);
· new protection for consumers from unfair credit card charges;
· new section weighing up the pros and cons of renting versus buying your home;
· new section on shared equity mortgages and the government's Open Market HomeBuy scheme;
· new section on Shariah-compliant home finance;
· expanded information about equity release schemes;
· updated information about student finance, including the new grants for students starting in autumn 2008;
· new section on individual voluntary arrangements (IVAs) and bankruptcy;
· details of government plans for a national scheme of personal accounts for pension savings;
· updated details on deferring your state pension to get extra income or a lump sum;
· the new rules for pension saving from 2006 onwards;
· how new age discrimination laws may protect older workers;
· tightening of the pension rules for income drawdown from age 75;
· updated information and guidance on contracting out;
· details of the European Health Insurance Card;
· expanded information about health cash plans;
· changes to financial regulation, including extending consumer protection to home reversion schemes and travel insurance sold through travel agents and tour operators;
· details of the new generic advice proposals;
· new filing dates for tax returns;
· expanded chapter on state benefits;
· expanded information on managing day-to-day money for people with disabilities and carers;
· new section on financial issues for older people;
· developments in products for sending money home to family abroad;
· update on pension compensation schemes;
· details on chip-and-PIN;
· new section on protection if banking or saving online.






