[image: image1.png]CHILD
POVERTY

in SCOTLAND



         Poverty Framework Debate Briefing June 17 2010     [image: image2.png]CHILD
POVERTY

in SCOTLAND




Child Poverty in Scotland
One in four of Scotland’s children (260 000) remain below the poverty line (after housing costs), with the latest figures showing the first increase in Scotland in nearly ten years
. The damage caused by poverty to children’s health, education, wellbeing and life chances is well documented, and the wider cost in additional spending on services estimated at £1/2 -3/4 billion a year in Scotland alone
.

The Scottish Government is committed to “doing all within its powers” to eradicate child poverty by 2020, and has taken on a legal duty, through the Child Poverty Act 2010, to produce child poverty strategies setting out the measures needed to do so.

The Achieving our Potential Framework

CPAG welcomed the Achieving our Potential Framework, in particular the emphasis given to tackling income inequality, removing barriers to work and maximising incomes through ensuring people receive the benefits and tax credits they are entitled to. We were pleased that action to extend free school meal entitlement, roll out free school meals to all P1 to P3 pupils and to consider the findings of the government’s working group on school clothing grants were included in the Framework, and believe such action can play an important role in tackling educational inequalities and reducing the costs of schooling for low income families.   .

We welcome the progress made to extend free school meals to children in low income working families, the investment in income maximisation work through, for example Macmillan Cancer Support and NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, and the extension of entitlement to enhanced energy efficiency measures for more families facing fuel poverty within the Energy Assistance Package. 
However CPAG would highlight three areas of urgent action needed to ensure the Framework delivers for families facing poverty across Scotland:
Key CPAG Calls 

1. Clear mechanisms for driving progress and monitoring how the Framework is being implemented at local level
2. Full delivery on free school meal and school clothing grant commitments
3. Commitment to proof spending decisions for impact on child poverty.
1. Local implementation
Achieving our Potential made clear that “Single Outcome Agreements…. will provide the vehicle for describing how poverty is being tackled at a local level”.  However analysis by CPAG and other members of the End Child Poverty coalition found a lack of priority for tackling child poverty across Single Outcome Agreements (SOAs). While all SOAs discuss poverty and deprivation, it was difficult to identify strategic approaches to tackling child poverty (or poverty more generally). Only four explicitly state that tackling child poverty is a priority and only two set a local outcome to reduce child poverty. Only one refers to a child poverty strategy.

Given the central role of local authorities in delivering anti-poverty ambitions, the flexibility in funding arrangements agreed, and the legal responsibility the Scottish Government now has for developing a child poverty strategy CPAG calls for:
a) clear mechanisms to be put in place to drive progress and ensure Achieving our Potential delivers for families in poverty at local level, contributing to commitments to eradicate child poverty;
b) a robust monitoring framework to demonstrate how local authorities and their partners are contributing to tackling child poverty at local level. 
2.Free school meal and school clothing grant commitments
Important progress has been made in extending free school meals to children in families receiving maximum working tax credit, but there has been significant backtracking on the commitment to roll out free school meals to all P1 to P3 pupils. CPAG has serious concerns that in agreeing that local authorities can have flexibility in how they extend free school meals to more P1 to P3 pupils the benefits of a universal approach will be undermined, and children left with a postcode lottery of entitlement unrelated to their circumstances. We urge Ministers and local authorities to set out a clear timetable by when all P1 to P3 pupils can expect a free school meal, as intended in the Achieving our Potential Framework.

Achieving our Potential also committed government to “consider the recommendations of the short life working group”, tasked with looking at the levels of support provided by school clothing grants. As yet there has been no response. CPAG believes increasing eligibility for, and the value of, school clothing grant is an important way in which Scottish government can boost family incomes and reduce barriers to school participation. The Scottish Government and COSLA must review the Working Group’s findings with a view to implementation.
3. Commitment to proof spending decisions for impact on child poverty.

Whatever the overall level of resources available, budget decisions must focus on ensuring families have the share needed to protect their children from poverty, and that services are delivered in a way that does not exclude, stigmatise or place additional pressure on our poorest children. Budget decisions must take into account the need to create the longer term conditions needed for a society free of child poverty, as well as proofed for their immediate impact. There is nothing inevitable about current levels of child poverty in Scotland or the UK. Other European countries enjoy far lower levels of child poverty, and higher levels of child wellbeing. 

We need to look to such societies to understand the conditions that are associated with low levels of child poverty. Evidence
 suggests that it is a combination of a high quality labour markets, good relationships with employers, universal high quality services (including childcare), and high levels of social support that are key conditions associated with low levels of poverty.  The Scottish Parliament has an important role to play in fostering these conditions, particularly in relation to improving the quality of job opportunities, the distribution of pay and moving toward more universal approaches to service provision.

For details contact John Dickie, Head of CPAG in Scotland on 0141 552 3656 or 07795 340 618 or email jdickie@cpagscotland.org.uk 
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